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DETAILED ACTION 
Receipt Acknowledgement 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Amendment filed on 7 Ul of September 2004. Claims 1, 18, 21, 26, 
29 and 31 have been amended; no claim has been canceled; and no claim has been newly added since the 

5 Non-Final Office Action was mailed on 25 th of June 2004. Currently, claims 1-31 are pending in this 
application. 

Examiner's Notice 

2. The Amendment document in the Response is considered non-compliant because it has failed to 
meet the requirements of 37 CFR 1 .121, as amended on June 30, 2003 (See 68 Fed. Reg. 38611, Jun. 30, 

10 2003). In fact, the claim status of the claim 21 is not (Original), but (Currently amended). See MPEP 714 
[R-2] and 37 CFR 1.121(c). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office action. 

15 4. Claims 1-16 and 18-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Athing et 
al. [US 5,987,498 A; hereinafter Athing] in view of Martin, Jr. et al. [US 2002/0122061 Al; hereinafter 
Martin, Jr.]. 

Referring to claim 1, Athing discloses a communications system (i.e., credit card operated 
computer on-line service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing user 
20 configuration (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: at least one communications device (i.e., terminals at 
remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) configurable for a plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-30); a 
configuration request message (i.e., a message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6) generated by said 
communications device to initiate a configuration of said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote 
site is initiated the configuration with a specific user configuration by the user log-on procedure; See col. 
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7, lines 5-59); and a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) 
received by said communications device (i.e., terminal) to enable configuration of said communications 
device (See col. 3, lines 13-30), wherein said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved user 
configuration 212 in Fig. 6) includes configuration information (i.e., configuration data) associated with 
5 at least one of said plurality of users (See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48). 

Athing does not teach said configuration response message includes configuration information being 
associated with at least one of said communications devices. 

Martin, Jr. discloses a configurable man-machine interface (See Abstract and Fig. 4), wherein a 
configuration response message (i.e., Configuration data 350 in Fig. 3) includes configuration information 

10 (i.e., screen configuration information; See Paragraph [0031]) being associated with a combination of at 
least one of communications devices (i.e., form of screen display for mobile device 350 in Fig. 3B; See 
Paragraph [0032]) and at least one of a plurality of users (See Paragraph [0031], lines 5-8; i.e., wherein in 
fact that the user interface controller stores the screen configuration information in the account 
information storage area such that it can be associated with individual or groups of subscribers inherently 

15 implies that said configuration information is associated with at least one of a plurality of users). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined said configuration information being associated with at least one of 
communications devices (e.g., remote wireless computing device 216 of Fig. 2A), as disclosed by Martin, 
Jr., with said configuration information being associated with at least one of a plurality of users, as 

20 disclosed by Athing, for the advantage of providing that a user interface for said communication device 
(i.e., remote wireless computing device) is able to be modified, configured or designed after said 
communication device is manufactured, and further, a complete screen control is available (See Martin, 
Jr., Paragraph [0056]). 
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Referring to claim 2, Athing teaches a remote computer (i.e., control center 38 of Fig. 2) for 
generating said configuration response message (i.e., retrieving user configuration, which is stored in at 
the central control site inherently anticipates that a remote computer (control center) generates said 
configuration response message (user configuration data); See col. 3, lines 13-15). 

Referring to claim 3, Athing teaches a plurality of configuration files (i.e., data files in 
configuration data server 68 of Fig. 3) associated with said plurality of users (See col. 5, lines 54-57). 

Referring to claim 4, Athing teaches said configuration files (i.e., configuration data file) include 
at least one of authorization (See col. 3, lines 15-18), application (i.e., on-line network service; See col. 7, 
lines 25-39) and settings information associated with at least one user (e.g., display setting; See col. 3, 
lines 28-30). 

Referring to claim 5, Athing teaches a user identification service (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in 
Fig. 3) for processing login information (viz., log-on information) associated with at least one user (See 
col. 7, lines 9-24 and col. 10, lines 21-34). 

Referring to claim 6, Athing teaches said login information includes at least one of a user name 
(i.e., Account name in Fig. 10) and a password (i.e., Password in Fig. 10). 

Referring to claim 7, Athing teaches a message service (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in Fig. 3) for 
transmitting login information (viz., log-on information) associated with at least one user (See col. 7, lines 
5-34). 

Referring to claim 8, Athing teaches a configuration service (i.e., step 212 in Fig. 3) for 
processing (i.e., retrieval processing) said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved user 
configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 44-45) and updating (viz., setting up) said communications 
device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) with said configuration information (See col. 7, 
lines 25-39). 
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Referring to claim 9, Athing teaches a logout service (i.e., log-off process) for sending updated 
user configuration information (i.e., saving any changed user configuration data received; See col. 13, 
lines 5-18). 

Referring to claim JO, Athing teaches a user request service (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in Fig. 
5 3) for processing a login request (viz., starting user log-on session) associated with at least one user (See 
col. 7, lines 5-34). 

Referring to claim 11, Athing teaches an authentication service (i.e., step 206 in Fig. 3) for 
verifying configurations that a user can access (See col. 14, lines 58-67). 

Referring to claim 12, Athing teaches a record locate service (i.e., step 210 in Fig. 3) for 
10 searching (i.e., collecting) for configurations associated with a user (See col. 7, lines 30-37). 

Referring to claim 13, Athing teaches a configuration message service (i.e., configuration 
retrieval processing step 212 in Fig. 3) for sending configuration information in said configuration 
response message (See col. 7, lines 40-48; i.e., wherein in fact that the user configuration data is retrieved 
from the central control site inherently anticipates a configuration message service for sending 
15 configuration information in said configuration response message). 

Referring to claim 14, Athing teaches an update service (i.e., step 220 in Fig. 3) for updating 
configuration information (i.e., saving changed configuration data) that has changed by said user (See col. 
7, lines 45-59). 

Referring to claims 15 and 16, Athing teaches said communications device (i.e., terminal at 
20 remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) is updated (viz., being set up) with a plurality of applications, i.e., at least 
one application (i.e., a plurality of user log-on sessions), associated setting(s) (i.e., associated with user's 
configuration data, e.g., screen formats, screen colors, etc.; See col. 7, lines 25-39). 

Referring to claim 18, Athing discloses a method (See Figs. 6 and 7) providing a configurable 
communication device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2; See col. 3, lines 13-15), 
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comprising: generating a configuration request message (i.e., initiating a configuration with a specific 
user configuration message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 5-59); generating a 
configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) including configuration 
information (i.e., configuration data) for said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site) based 
upon said configuration request message (i.e., retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 
35-37 and 40-48); and configuring said communications device (i.e., terminal at the remote site) with said 
configuration information in said configuration response message (See col. 3, lines 13-30). 
Athing does not teach said configuration response message includes configuration information being 
associated with at least one communications device. 

Martin, Jr. discloses a configurable man-machine interface (See Abstract and Fig. 4), wherein a 
configuration response message (i.e., Configuration data 35b in Fig. 3) includes configuration information 
(i.e., screen configuration information; See Paragraph [0031]) being associated with a combination of at 
least one of communications device (i.e., form of screen display for mobile device 350 in Fig. 3B; See 
Paragraph [0032]) and at least one of a plurality of users (See Paragraph [0031], lines 5-8; i.e., wherein in 
fact that the user interface controller stores the screen configuration information in the account 
information storage area such that it can be associated with individual or groups of subscribers inherently 
implies that said configuration information is associated with at least one of a plurality of users). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined said configuration information being associated with at least one of 
communications device (e.g., remote wireless computing device 216 of Fig. 2 A), as disclosed by Martin, 
Jr., with said configuration information being associated with at least one of a plurality of users, as 
disclosed by Athing, for the advantage of providing that a user interface for said communication device 
(i.e., remote wireless computing device) is able to be modified, configured or designed after said 
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communication device is manufactured, and further, a complete screen control is available (See Martin, 
Jr., Paragraph [0056]). 

Referring to claim 19, Athing teaches sending an update message (i.e., sending a changed 
configuration data) from said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) to 
indicate user changes in said configuration information (See step 210 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 45-52 and 
col. 7, line 66 through col. 8, line 7). 

Referring to claim 20, Athing teaches updating records associated with said user changes in said 
configuration information (i.e., saving any changed user configuration data received; See col. 13, lines 5- 



Referring to claim 21, Athing teaches transmitting login information (viz., log-on information) 
associated with a user (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in Fig. 3; See col. 7, lines 9-24 and col. 10, lines 21- 



Referring to claim 22, Athing teaches said login information includes at least one of a user name 
(i.e., Account name in Fig. 10) and a password (i.e., Password in Fig. 10). 

Referring to claim 23, Athing teaches authenticating said login information (i.e., step 206 in Fig. 
3; See col. 14, lines 58-67). 

Referring to claim 24, Athing teaches generating an error message if said authentication fails (i.e., 
step 206 in Fig. 3; See col. 7, lines 19-23). 

Referring to claim 25, Athing teaches generating a logout message (i.e., log-off process) to 
transmit updated user configuration information (i.e., saving any changed user configuration data 
received; See col. 13, lines 5-18). 

Referring to claim 26, Athing discloses a system (i.e., credit card operated computer on-line 
service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing a configurable communication 
device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2; See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: means for 



18). 



34). 
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generating a configuration request message (i.e., means for initiating a configuration with a specific user 
configuration message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6; See col 7, lines 5-59); means for generating 
a configuration response message (i.e., means for retrieving user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) including 
configuration information (i.e., configuration data) for said communications device (i.e., terminals at 
remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) based upon said configuration request message (i.e., retrieved user 
configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48); and means for configuring said 
communications device (i.e., terminal at the remote site) with said configuration information in said 
configuration response message (See col. 3, lines 13-30). 

Athing does not teach said configuration response message includes configuration information being 
associated with at least one communications device. 

Martin, Jr. discloses a configurable man-machine interface (See Abstract and Fig. 4), wherein a 
configuration response message (i.e., Configuration data 350 in Fig. 3) includes configuration information 
(i.e., screen configuration information; See Paragraph [0031]) being associated with a combination of at 
least one of communications device (i.e., form of screen display for mobile device 350 in Fig. 3B; See 
Paragraph [0032]) and at least one of a plurality of users (See Paragraph [0031], lines 5-8; i.e., wherein in 
fact that the user interface controller stores the screen configuration information in the account 
information storage area such that it can be associated with individual or groups of subscribers inherently 
implies that said configuration information is associated with at least one of a plurality of users). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined said configuration information being associated with at least one of 
communications device (e.g., remote wireless computing device 216 of Fig. 2 A), as disclosed by Martin, 
Jr., with said configuration information being associated with at least one of a plurality of users, as 
disclosed by Athing, for the advantage of providing that a user interface for said communication device 
(i.e., remote wireless computing device) is able to be modified, configured or designed after said 
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communication device is manufactured, and further, a complete screen control is available (See Martin, 
Jr., Paragraph [0056]). 

Referring to claim 27, Athing teaches means for sending an update message (i.e., means for 
sending a changed configuration data) from said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 
in Figs. 1 and 2) to indicate user changes in said configuration information (See step 210 in Fig. 6; See 
col. 7, lines 45-52 and col. 7, line 66 through col. 8, line 7). 

Referring to claim 28, Athing teaches means for updating records associated with said user 
changes in said configuration information (i.e., means for saving any changed user configuration data 
received; See col. 13, lines 5-18). 

Referring to claim 29, Athing discloses a communications system (i.e., credit card operated 
computer on-line service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing user 
configuration (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: at least one remote computer (i.e., control center 38 of 
Fig. 2) for storing configurations associated with a plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-18); a 
configuration request message (i.e., a message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6) processed by said 
remote computer (i.e., control center) to determine configurations associated with said plurality of users 
(See col. 7, lines 5-59); and a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in 
Fig. 6) generated by said remote computer, wherein said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved 
user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) includes configuration information (i.e., configuration data) associated 
with at least one of said plurality of users (See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48). 

Athing does not teach said configuration response message includes configuration information being 
associated with at least one communications devices. 

Martin, Jr. discloses a configurable man-machine interface (See Abstract and Fig. 4), wherein a 
configuration response message (i.e., Configuration data 350 in Fig. 3) includes configuration information 
(i.e., screen configuration information; See Paragraph [0031]) being associated with a combination of at 
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least one of communications devices (i.e., form of screen display for mobile device 350 in Fig. 3B; See 
Paragraph [0032]) and at least one of a plurality of users (See Paragraph [0031], lines 5-8; i.e., wherein in 
fact that the user interface controller stores the screen configuration information in the account 
information storage area such that it can be associated with individual or groups of subscribers inherently 
implies that said configuration information is associated with at least one of a plurality of users). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined said configuration information being associated with at least one of 
communications device (e.g., remote wireless computing device 216 of Fig. 2A), as disclosed by Martin, 
Jr., with said configuration information being associated with at least one of a plurality of users, as 
disclosed by Athing, for the advantage of providing that a user interface for said communication device 
(i.e., remote wireless computing device) is able to be modified, configured or designed after said 
communication device is manufactured, and further, a complete screen control is available (See Martin, 
Jr., Paragraph [0056]). 

Referring to claim 30, Athing teaches a communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in 
Figs. 1 and 2) for receiving (i.e., retrieving) said configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user 
configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 44-45) and utilizing said configuration information to 
configure (viz. 3 setting up) said communications device according (i.e., terminal) to at least one of said 
plurality of users (See col. 7, lines 25-39). 

Referring to claim 31, Athing discloses a communications system (i.e., credit card operated 
computer on-line service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing user 
configuration (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: at least one communications device (i.e., terminals at 
remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) configurable for a plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-30); at least one 
remote computer (i.e., control center 38 of Fig. 2) for storing configuration information (i.e., user 
configuration data) associated with said plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-18); a configuration request 
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message (i.e., a message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6) generated by said communications device 
to initiate a configuration of said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site is initiated the 
configuration with a specific user configuration by the user log-on procedure; See col. 7, lines 5-59); and 
a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) generated by said 
remote computer (i.e., control center) to enable configuration of said communications device (See col. 3, 
lines 13-30), wherein said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) 
includes configuration information (i.e., configuration data) associated with at least one of said plurality 
of users (See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48). 

Athing does not teach said configuration response message includes configuration information being 
associated with one or more (viz., at least one) communications devices. 
Martin, Jr. discloses a configurable man-machine interface (See Abstract and Fig. 4), wherein a 
configuration response message (i.e., Configuration data 350 in Fig. 3) includes configuration information 
(i.e., screen configuration information; See Paragraph [0031]) being associated with a combination of at 
least one of communications device (i.e., form of screen display for mobile device 350 in Fig. 3B; See 
Paragraph [0032]) and at least one of a plurality of users (See Paragraph [0031], lines 5-8; i.e., wherein in 
fact that the user interface controller stores the screen configuration information in the account 
information storage area such that it can be associated with individual or groups of subscribers inherently 
implies that said configuration information is associated with at least one of a plurality of users). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined said configuration information being associated with at least one of 
communications device (e.g., remote wireless computing device 216 of Fig. 2 A), as disclosed by Martin, 
Jr., with said configuration information being associated with at least one of a plurality of users, as 
disclosed by Athing, for the advantage of providing that a user interface for said communication device 
(i.e., remote wireless computing device) is able to be modified, configured or designed after said 
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communication device is manufactured, and further, a complete screen control is available (See Martin, 
Jr., Paragraph [0056]). 

5. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Athing [US 5,987,498 A] 
in view of Martin, Jr. [US 2002/0122061 Al] as applied to claims 1-16 and 18-31 above, and further in 
5 view of Aho et al. [US 6,198,941 B 1 ; hereinafter Aho]. 

Referring to claim 1 7, Athing, as modified by Martin, Jr., discloses all the limitations of the claim 
17 except that does not expressly teach said communications device comprises at least one of a Personal 
Digital Assistant (PDA), palm pilot, cell phone, pager, and laptop computer. 

Aho discloses a method of operating a portable communication device (See col. 1, lines 5-14), wherein 
10 said portable communication device (i.e., communications device) comprises a Personal Digital Assistant 

(PDA), palm pilot, cell phone, and laptop computer (See col. 3, line 64 through col. 4, line 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

made to have used said portable communication device with said method of operation, as disclosed by 

Aho, for said communications device in said system, as disclosed by Athing, so as to change the 
15 communication arrangement (i.e., changes in the network or link level protocol parameters) that said 

communications device is using if the change is determined to be imminent and significant (See Aho, col. 

2, lines 31-43). 



20 considered but they are not persuasive. 

In response to the Applicant 's argument with respect to "Claim 1 6 recites wherein the 
communications device is updated with a plurality of applications and associated setting. As discussed 
supra, Athing et al. does not describe storing or transmitting configuration information associated with 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments filed on 7 of September 2004 (hereinafter the Response) have been fully 
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multiple applications. ..." on the Response page 8, lines 8-14, the Examiner believes that the Applicant 
misinterprets the claim rejection. 

In contrary to the Applicant's assertion, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 
storing or transmitting configuration information associated with multiple applications) are not recited in 
5 the rejected claim. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). 

Thus, the Applicant's argument on this point is not persuasive. 



10 communications device further comprises at least one of a Personal Digital Assistance (PDA), palm pilot, 
cell phone, pager, and laptop computer. As concerned in the Office Action, Athing et al. fails to teach 
these novel aspects of the subject claim. Further, Aho et al. fails to teach or suggest any type of user based 
configurability. ... These changes are not based on any user specific configurations as in applicant's 
claimed invention. Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested;" on the Response 

15 page 8, line 21 through page 9, line 2, the Examiner believes that the Applicant misinterprets the claim 
rejection. 

At first, the Applicant's argument regarding the statement "Athing et al fails to teach these novel aspects 
of the subject claim" fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.11 1(b) because it amounts to a general allegation that 
the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims 
20 patentably distinguishes them from the reference Athing. 

Secondly, the Applicant essentially argues that Aho fails to teach or suggest any type of user based 
configurability. However, Athing already taught the asserted limitation "user based configurability" in its 
prior claim 1 rejection. Thus, the combination of Athing, Martin, Jr. and Aho with rationale for the proper 
combining suggests all the limitations of the claimed invention in the claim 17. 



In response to the Applicant 's argument with respect to "Claim 1 7 recites wherein the 
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Thus, the Applicant's argument on this point is not persuasive. 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,18, 26, 29 and 31 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to the Applicant 's arguments with respect to "Applicant's invention claims a 
5 configuration information that is associated with a combination of both a communications device and a 
user" in the claims 1,18, 26, 29 and 3 1 , respectively, the Examiner brought Martin, Jr. reference in the 
rejection for the limitations which are not provided by Athing and Aho and all of the other art cited. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
10 Paul [US 6,687,81 7 Bl] discloses configuration of a network device via the network. 

Ryu [US 6,697,852 Bl] discloses one click installation for client-server application package. 
Kamper [US 6,654,797 Bl] discloses apparatus and a methods for server configuration using a 
removable storage device. 

Stone [US 5,784,555 A] discloses automation and dial-time checking of system configuration for 

15 internet. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
20 the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Christopher E. Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-3637. The examiner can normally 
be reached on 9:30am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark 
H. Rinehart can be reached on 571-272-3632. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Christopher E. Lee 

Examiner 

Art Unit 21 12 
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Primary Patent Examiner 
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